


Rachel Carson

“We live in a scientific age; yet we

assume that knowledge of science is

the prerogative of only a small number

of human beings, isolated and priest-

like in their laboratories. This is not

true. The materials of science are the

materials of life itself. Science is part

of the reality of living; it is the what,

the how, and the why of everything

in our experience. It is impossible to

understand man without understanding his environment and
the forces that have molded him physically and mentally. The
aim of science is to discover and illuminate truth.”

“We have looked first at man with his vanities and greed and
his problems of a day or a year; and then only, and from this
biased point of view, we have looked outward at the earth

he has inhabited so briefly and at the universe in which our
earth is so minute a part. Yet these are the great realities,
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Rachel Carson

and against them we see our human problems in a different
perspective. Perhaps if we reversed the telescope and looked
at man down these long vistas, we should find less time and
inclination to plan for our own destruction.”

“The real wealth of the Nation lies in the resources of the
earth — soil, water, forests minerals, and wildlife. To utilize
them for present needs while insuring their preservation
for future generations requires a delicately balanced and
continuing program, based on the most extensive research.
Their administration is not properly, and cannot be, a matter
of politics. It is one of the ironies of our time that, while
concentrating on the defense of our country against enemies
from without, we should be so heedless of those who would
destroy it from within.”
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Rachel Carson

“I have been thinking about the relations of one animal to
another animal, of animals to plants, and of the animal or
plant to the physical world
about it. Always in such
reflections one is made aware
of the complex pattern of
life. No thread is found to be
complete in itself, nor does it
have meaning alone. Each

is but a small part of the
intricately woven design of the whole.”

“I am not afraid of being thought a sentimentalist when 1
stand here tonight and tell you that I believe natural beauty
has a necessary place in the spiritual development of any
individual or any society. I believe that whenever we destroy
beauty, or whenever we substitute something man-made and
artificial for a natural feature of the earth, we have retarded
some part of man’s spiritual growth.”
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Dennis Kucinich

Born: October 8, 1946, Cleveland, Ohio

Dennis Kucinich, U.S. Representative from Ohio’s 10"
district, has a long and storied career of more than 30 years
of public service at the local, state, and national level. It
includes:
* US. Representative from Ohio (1997-present)
* Ohio State Senator (1995-1997)
* C(leveland City Council Member (1983-1986 and 1970-
1970)
* Mayor, City of Cleveland (1977-1979)
* C(lerk of Courts, Cleveland Municipal Courts (1976-
1977

Kucinich, who ran for president in 2004 and 2008, was the youngest person to lead a major
American city when he was elected mayor of Cleveland in 1977. His time in Congress has been
marked by unwavering commitments to worker rights, civil rights and human rights. He remains
a “voice of conscience” for the Democratic Party and he has provided a dissenting voice and
vote on many issues including voting against U.S. military involvement in Iraq. He continues to
vote against further funding for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

He has never forgotten his blue-collar roots. His presidential platform in 2008 reflected much
of the legislation he has authored or co-sponsored in Congress. He has advocated legislation on
issues such as:

* Creating a national health care system

* Preserving Social Security

* Lowering the costs of prescription drugs
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* Providing economic development through infrastructure improvements
* Abolishing the death penalty

* Creating a Department of Peace

* Regulating genetically engineered foods

* Repealing the USA Patriot Act

* Providing tax relief to working class families

Kucinich advocates U.S. withdrawal from the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
because, in his view, it causes the loss of more American jobs than it creates, and does not
provide adequate protections for worker rights and safety and environmental safeguards. He is
against the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) for the same reason.

A staunch advocate of environmental concerns, Kucinich has been honored by Public Citizen,
the Sierra Club, Friends of the Earth and the League of Conservation Voters as a champion
of clean air, clean water and an unspoiled earth. In 2003, Kucinich was the recipient of the
Ghandi Peace Award, an annual award bestowed by the Religious Society of Friends-affiliated
organization Promoting Enduring Peace.
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Dennis Kucinich

“We have weapons of mass destruction we have to

address here at home. Poverty is a weapon of mass
destruction. Homelessness is a weapon of mass destruction.
Unemployment is a weapon of mass destruction.”

“This is a struggle for the soul of the Democratic Party,
which in too many cases has become so corporate and
identified with corporate interests that you can't tell the
difference between Democrats and Republicans.”

“Iwas raised poor; so I can relate to the working-class. I was
a sickly child; so I can relate to people who need healthcare.
I worked hard to get ahead, so I can relate to providing
opportunities to all.”

“Neither individuals nor nations exist in a vacuum, which is
why we have a serious responsibility for each other in this
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Dennis Kucinich

world. It is also urgent that we find those places of war in our
lives and begin healing the world through healing ourselves.
Each of us is a citizen of a common planet, bound to a
common destiny. So connected are we that each of us has the
power to be the eyes of the world, the voice of the world, the
conscience of the world, or the end of the world. And as each
of us chooses, so becomes the world.”

“When peace is not on the agenda of our political parties
or our governments, then it must be the work and the duty
of each citizen of the world. This is the time to organize for
peace. This is the time to conceive of peace as not simply
being the absence of violence, but the active presence of the
capacity for a higher evolution of human awareness.”
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Dennis Kucinich

“Workers’ rights embody spiritual principles that sustain
families, nourish the soul, and create peace. Workers’ rights
are human rights.”

“The restoration of the rights of workers in America and
throughout the North American continent will begin when

we repeal the North American Free Trade Agreement.
NAFTA promised new manufacturing jobs, but it has

instead been devastating to the American worker. NAFTA
has spurred a $360 billion trade deficit and has cost three
million jobs, many of them in manufacturing. Each job lost
represents dreams deferred or shattered, or a home that was
threatened, health insurance that was lost, retirement benefits
evaporated.”

“It is time to create new possibilities in human relations,
in economics, in governance, in politics and in all areas of
endeavor. We can make war and poverty archaic and usher in
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Dennis Kucinich

a new era of human dignity by making peace and prosperity

our daily work.”

“Whenever there is an organizing campaign, a picket line to
walk, jobs to save, working conditions to improve, laws to
champion, I’'m there. This is my purpose: to stand up and
speak out on behalf of those who have built this country and
on behalf of those who want to rebuild this country. This is
my passion, since I believe that workers’ rights are the key to

protecting our democracy.”

“When death (not life) becomes inevitable, we are presented
with an opportunity for great clarity, for a great awakening
to rescue the human spirit from the arms of Morpheus (Greek
god of sleep) through love, through compassion, and through
integrating spiritual vision and active citizenship to restore
peace to our world.. We need to remember where we came

from. Because the path home is also the way to the future.”
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